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From Proceedings of the General Assembly of the World Blind Union, Madrid, 18-24 September 1988.

World Blind Union

Union Mondiale des Aveugles

Union Mundial de Ciegos

1. RESOLUTION ON GLOBAL ACTION

Recognizing that the United Nations "World Programme of Action Concerning the Disabled" with its objectives of prevention of blindness, rehabilitation and equalization of opportunity for blind persons – is fundamental to the progress of work for the blind internationally:

Regretting that the U.N. Decade of Disabled Persons has so far failed to attract the priority and resources necessary for the implementation of the global programme:

The General Assembly of the World Blind Union, meeting in Madrid from September 18-24, 1988, RESOLVES:-

1) THAT the World Blind Union do everything in its power to support the United Nations in its efforts to achieve the objectives of 
the global programme during the remainder of the decade and 
in the formulation of practical agenda of action to the year 2000;
2) THAT the World Blind Union participate in the policy control of 
the projected United Nations Global Project with its aim of generating international awareness and resources, and encourage national delegates to take a leading part in the promotion of national campaigns in support of this project.
3) THAT the World Blind Union take the initiative in promoting in all countries an adequate programme of prevention, rehabilitation and equalization of opportunity and that, in countries where a programme with such objectives does not exist, national delegations be urged in concertation with governments and with the country representatives of the United Nations and its specialized agencies, to formulate a plan of action and to activate procedures necessary to generate an official request for international cooperation.

2. WBU PLAN OF ACTION

The General Assembly of the World Blind Union, meeting in Madrid from September 18‑24, 1988 UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVES:

to approve and adopt the World Blind Union Plan of Action and urges upon the Regional Blind Unions, the ten WBU Standing Committees and the National Delegations of all countries to expeditiously, energetically and adequately implement it in the remaining half of 
the U.N. Decade of Disabled Persons (1983‑1992).

3. U.N AND THE OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL

The General Assembly of the World Blind Union, meeting in Madrid from September 18‑24, 1988, notes with satisfaction the creation of the office of a Special Representative of the Secretary‑General of 
the U.N. for the Promotion of the U.N. Decade of Disabled Persons located at U.N. Office in Vienna.

The General Assembly of the WBU notes with pleasure and gratitude the offer of invitation by the Special Representative of the U.N. to invite the President of the WBU and the Chairman of the WBU Committee on Aid to Developing Countries to take on formal functions as advisers to his office.

The General Assembly of the WBU also notes the proposal of 
the Special Representative that the WBU should sponsor a professional person to work in his office in Vienna to help achieve close cooperation between WBU and the United Nations. Such an appointee should be 
a professional person capable of formulating project proposals in 
the field of blindness to be implemented by the U.N.

It is indeed with gratitude and a sense of thanks that the General Assembly of the WBU records the commitment of Mr. Hans Hoegh to use his good offices with the Secretary General to promote the full consultative status of the WBU with the United Nations in matters concerning blindness and blind persons.

4. RESOLUTION ON PREVENTION OF BLINDNESS

RECOGNIZING
that Article 11 Section1 of the Constitution provide that the purpose of the World Blind Union is to work for prevention of blindness,

RECOGNIZING
the previous resolutions regarding work for 
the prevention of blindness, AND

RECOGNIZING
the immense potential of the Union and its members to promote measures for the 
prevention of blindness at international, regional and national levels,

The General Assembly of the World Blind Union, meeting in Madrid from September, 18‑24, 1988, RESOLVES:

1. THAT the WBU should renew and strengthen its commitment to 
the WHO Global Programme for the Prevention of Blindness, by collaborating more closely with that Programme, at the global level through the Union´s Honorary Officers, Executive Committee and Secretariat, at the regional level through its Regional Unions, and at the national level through its member organisations which should exert constant and constructive pressure on ministries of health to promote measures for the prevention of blindness through 
the mobilization of public resources and through effective partnership with the WHO global programme;

2. THAT the Union should strengthen its collaboration with 
the non‑governmental organizations specifically involved with 
the prevention of blindness;

3. THAT the World Blind Union should place particular emphasis on curable blindness related to ageing which is a potential rnassive problem in all member countries of the Union.

5. RESEARCH

WHEREAS
The WBU has constituted a standing committee on research.

WHEREAS
Its priorities differ greatly between the 
developed and developing countries, AND

WHEREAS
it is essential that scarce resources are 
used with a maximum o f efficiency and duplication of efforts is avoided.

The General Assembly of the World Blind Union, meeting in Madrid from September 18‑24, 1988

RECOMMENDS to the WBU Standing Committee on Research that it draws up and circulates a document identifying detailed priorities for future research in its various fields concerned with blindness.

6. STATUS OF BLIND WOMEN

WHEREAS
The World Blind Union recognizing the urgent need of improving the social, 
Economic and cultural status of blind 
Women has constituted a special committee to enhance the status of blind women, AND

WHEREAS
Very little progress has taken place 
In improving the familial, social, economic, educational and cultural Conditions of blind women whose number is almost the same as that of blind men on a global basis, AND

WHEREAS
WBU being the leader for the improvement of general conditions of the blind throughout 
the world.
The General Assembly of the World Blind Union, meeting in Madrid from September 13‑24, 1988, RESOLVES:

1. THAT steps be taken by the WBU to promote the status of blind women by arranging for their proper representation at global, regional and national levels of the WBU infrastructure.

2. THAT National Affiliates be requested to formulate plans and projects to ensure the improvement of the status of blind women in all walks of life.

3. THAT government and concerned statutory bodies be approached to devise special measures for the improvement of the status of blind women.

4. IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED THAT WBU in order to achieve the foregoing be pleased to constitute special funds to promote leadership training and exchange visits and such other activities as would lead to the empowerment of the status of blind women.

5. THAT all members are urged to include blind women in their national delegations to WBU and its regional bodies, and also in the standing committees.

6. THAT the WBU Committee on Aid to Developing Countries should provide for funds for special programmes to improve the status of blind women and,

7.
THAT Institutions and centres working in the field of blindness should ensure that blind women have access to their programmes.

7. LOUIS BRAILLE MUSEUM

The General Assembly of the World Blind Union, meeting in Madrid from September 18‑24, 1988.

- wishing to express the immense appreciation of the blind throughout the entire world to Louis Braille. the genius who invented their system of writing in raised dots, which opened the doors of knowledge to the blind,

- aware of the responsibilities incumbent upon the World Blind Union which undertook to implement the agreement signed in 1957 between the World Council for the Welfare of the Blind (Organisation that in 1984 made way for the World Blind Union) and the Commune of Coupvray (77450 Esbly, France),

- stipulating that this association shall cover the expenses of the upkeep, conservation and caretaking of the Louis Braille Museum in Coupvray,

- after having read and approved the report of the Louis Braille Memorial Committee on the management of the Museum during 
the period 1984‑1988,

Addresses its congratulations to Mr. Euclid Herie, Managing Director of the Canadian National Institute for the Blind, on his initiative in raising subscriptions in North America with a view to setting up a reserve fund, the income of which would cover the ordinary expenses and the running of the Museum.

DECIDES:

1) In accordance with Mr. Herie's suggestions, to set up a special reserve fund for the Louis Braille Museum and to appeal to all 
the Regional Unions constituting the World Blind Union to organize fund raising among their national members to finance this special reserve fund.
2) With a view to facilitating the raising of these subscriptions, to request the French Government and UNESCO to recognize 
the World Blind Union as being a "state-approved" association ("association d'utlilité publique") and mandate the President, 
the Secretary General and the Chairman of the Louis Braille Memorial Committee to approach the Ministry of the Interior to consider this request, and to take such action as may be necessary to realize the above objective. 

8. WORLD BLIND UNION AND ITS RELATIONSHIPS WITH ORGANISATIONS DEALING WITH OTHER DISABILITIES

WHEREAS
The World Blind Union exists as a world body dedicated to the development and improvement of 
the quality of life for the blind, in every part of 
the globe. AND
WHEREAS
This world body acting in a general assembly or in other meetings, including those of its Officers, Executive Committees, its regional structure and Standing Committee, has the potential to exercise an enormous influence on its membership, organizations, and individuals throughout the world who have an interest in or concern about persons with these identified special needs, AND

WHEREAS
The issues, priorities, and needs of these individuals within our global society are distinctly unique and specific to the attainment of equality and full participation, AND
WHEREAS
There is a trend throughout the world toward 
the inclusion of blind and blind people with other handicapping conditions within a broader. homgeneous grouping of disabled person. AND
WHEREAS
Experience and knowledge have taught us the clear Lesson that this generic approach to deal with disabled persons is counterproductive, and in fact there may be a risk that it may negate the attainment of equality and full participation by those we have identified, AND

WHEREAS

We recognize and accept the clear mandate of 
the World Blind Union to give leadership and direction consistent with its founding constitution and stated objectives.

The General Assembly of the World Blind Union, meeting in Madrid from September 18-24, 1988, RESOLVES
1) THAT the President, Honorary Officers, and Executive Committee of the World Blind Union be instructed immediately to adopt and implement such measures as are required in the circumstances to resist and alter the trend toward the marginalisation of 
the blind, the deaf‑blind, the visually impaired and those who are experiencing failing vision into larger groups of the disabled, knowing that blind and visually impaired people always have need for special service corresponding to their impairment but also knowing that blind and visually impaired people have a need f o r more general advice.
2) THAT a constructive and cooperative dialogue immediately occur with similar world bodies concerned with disabled issues so that areas of cooperation may be identified and the provisions of this Resolution fully implemented.
3) THAT the World Blind Union will not enter into or permit any affiliation (formal or informal) with associations of or for 
the disabled the stated objectives of which do not specifically deal with the unique and distinct interests of the persons identified in this Resolution.
4) THAT where relevant and appropriate, there is to be full cooperation with world organizations of and for the disabled on such matters as are considered fundamental and common, but always mindful of our stated objectives and single‑minded purpose to deal first and foremost with the concerns and priorities of blind and visually impaired persons.
5) THAT the President, Honorary Officers, and/or regional Presidents shall take steps to ensure that at both at Global and Regional levels, authorities concerned shall recognize the fact that by virtue of its Constitution and Objectives, WBU is the sole representative of the generic interest of the blind.
6) THAT the organizations within the United Nations and other world bodies be guided and assisted to establish and fund, project and committees that will focus exclusively on the objectives and purpose of the World Blind Union.
7) THAT organizations in the field of blindness throughout the world be requested to adopt this Resolution and that in so doing strengthen the World Blind Union in the attainment of its stated objectives. These same associations and organizations will be encouraged to work more closely with the World Blind Union, including membership as provided for in the World Blind Union Constitution. This membership and a focused and concerted world effort will ensure the attainment of the twin objectives of full participation and equality.
RESOLUTION ON THANKS
The General Assembly of the World Blind Union meeting in Madrid from September 18‑24, 1988, places on record great appreciation of the magnificent service3 rendered by the O.N.C.E ‑ The Spanish National Organization of the Blind, for half a century and wishes it continued success in the service of the visually impaired and the blind and RESOLVES to place on record its very great appreciation and gratitude to:

The Government and the hospitable friendly and warm-hearted people of Spain for all assistance rendered in making 
the Second General Assembly such an outstanding success;

The President, Board of Directors, Staff members and all Volunteers and helpers of the O.N.C.E. for hosting the General Assembly, for all the hard preparatory work done and for excellent and sound arrangements in making the General Assembly so successful;

The Secretary General of the World Blind Union, Mr. Pedro Zurita and his dedicated staff and volunteers in Spain and in Paris;

The superb translators, Interpreters, technicians, recorders and all others who have helped in numerous ways, in making 
the Assembly work so very orderly and efficiently;

All who have so very ably entertained the participants and particularly the Reina Sofia Orchestra with soloist Jose Ortiga, 
the folk dancers, the lavish Receptions, making all participants feel completely at home, attending to their smallest needs and comforts.

The Chairman and the members of the Programme Committee for drawing up a most educative, informative and comprehensive programme and for the planning and hard work which has gone into making this World Conference such a significant event:

- The media, Radio, TV. Press for the publicity given in promoting the objectives of the World Blind Union and Prevention and Rehabilitation of the Blind and to:

- All others who have helped in innumerable ways to make the second General Assembly a most enjoyable, educative and informative experience for all participants.

